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No prisons for profit!
Stop the criminalization of immigrants!
Divest from the prison industry!
PCASC is happy to announce the
launch of a new, organizationwide campaign targeting Wells
Fargo for their funding of private,
for-profit prisons and immigrant
detention centers. We are part
of a national prison industry divestment campaign, and at our
organizational planning retreat
in February, we decided to adopt
this campaign as a major focus
for the next year.
Along with our allies in Portland
and around the country, PCASC
will continue to publicly shame Wells Fargo, put pressure on
their executives, and call on their customers to move their
money until the bank stops financing for-profit prisons and
immigrant detention centers. You may have seen us occupying their downtown bank lobby on November 17th, or standing
outside their Portland headquarters with a giant “prison cash
machine” and a thousand friends on February 29th.
Wells Fargo owns shares in Geo Group and the Corrections
Corporation of America (CCA); these two corporations, owning
80% of the total private prison beds in the country, are the

April 6th, 7pm - Midnight
see inside cover...

industry leaders in for-profit prisons. They are making billions
off the detention of immigrants and the criminalization of poor
neighborhoods and communities of color – tearing apart families, destroying communities, and locking up many thousands
of people who have done nothing wrong – all to turn a profit,
at a daily cost to taxpayers of $5.5 million.
Wells Fargo is a major financier of the private prison industry;
if we force them to divest from CCA and Geo Group, we will
deal a major blow to one of the pillars holding up the for-profit
prison industry.
Join us! We’ll be planning our next steps first & third
Wednesdays at the PCASC General Meeting,
7pm at PCASC, 2249 E. Burnside.
Can’t make a meeting and want to get involved?
Contact craig@pcasc.net
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Tomando las Calles
Taking the Streets

Mission

PCASC educates and mobilizes
community members, workers
and students around struggles
for human rights and social
justice throughout the Americas.
Since 1979, PCASC has been
organizing in solidarity with
communities fighting US
policies of militarization and
economic exploitation in Latin
America; and, more recently,
with immigrant communities in
Portland.

Editorial Collective

Margaret Cunningham, Abigail
Singer, Dave Nelson & Craig
Hennecke

Board of Directors
Raquel Aufderheide
Suzy Chavez
Shizuko Hashimoto
Craig Hennecke
Eliana Machuca
Abigail Singer

PCASC is a democratic,
volunteer led and run
organization with just two
half-time staff people. There
has never been a better time
to get involved. Contact
abigail@pcasc.net to plug in.
The printing of La Lucha Solidaria
is union donated!

a community art exhibit
April 6th 7pm – midnight
Project Grow Gallery
2156 N Williams Ave
TOMANDO LAS CALLES (“Taking the Streets”) is a community art exhibit which creates space for dialogue and exploration of the current
social, cultural and political moment we are living in. Around the
world people are rising up in resistance to the failed models of neoliberal economics and militarization. From Cairo to Madrid, and from
Santiago to Portland our city streets have emerged as the veins of our
people’s movement. The exhibit invites the artist to communicate this
experience of social transformation. It is a celebration of survival, resistance, hope and the dignity of the human spirit.
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PCASC COMMITTEE UPDATES
Immigrant Rights Committee
PCASC’s Immigrant Rights Committee (IRC) is
launching an exciting new collaboration with the
Vecinos Unidos workers center in Gresham! As this
newsletter goes to print, we are co-sponsoring a
workshop at Vecinos, along with We Are Oregon and
AFSC, on the food industry, food justice, and organizing for healthy, fresh, affordable food. On April
15th, we’ll be hosting a Know Your Rights work-

Hands Off Latin America
Education Project

shop at the center that is specifically designed for
undocumented immigrants and their allies. There’s
an Earth Day bash happening at Vecinos on April
22nd, and PCASC will be there with an art display
from our upcoming Tomando las Calles art show. As
we build toward May Day and beyond, the IRC will
be joining forces with Vecinos Unidos to conduct
outreach and organizing in the Gresham community, facilitate popular education workshops, and
invite our communities to come together and fight
back against racist, anti-immigrant policies and institutions. Join us! For more information or to get
involved, contact sindy.pdx.cdb@gmail.com.

Having successfully created a popular education
workshop about the Drug War, the Hands Off Latin
America (HOLA) committee will be developing new
workshops for presentations over the next several
months. With a focus on the Drug War, Free Trade and
Climate Justice, HOLA will be equipped with amazing educational tools for community organizations,
student groups, and unions. Want to help develop a
popular education curriculum on one of these topics? Is your organization is interested in hosting a
workshop? Contact craig@pcasc.net to learn more.

Committee In Solidarity
With The People of El Salvador
The Committee in Solidarity with the People of El Salvador is seeking delegates for our two summer brigades
to El Salvador, one for educators and the other for medical professionals. Delegates will witness and support
the positive effects of reforms implemented by the leftist FMLN political party. We work to support delegates
in fundraising and preparation for the brigades. Portland CISPES is also hosting monthly movie nights. For
more information about the brigades or the movie nights, please contact Allen Hines at ahines@kent.edu.
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Highlights from 2011
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destabilizing the Chavez government in Venezuela. In
this tour she highlighted the findings made possible
through the US State Department cables released by
Wikileaks. Many thanks to the Venezuelan embassies
in Chicago and San Francisco for logistical support.

Race and the Police workshop
Beginning in April, PCASC presented the six-week class
Race, Police, and Immigration: Understanding their
Connections and Constructions at Portland Community
College’s Cascade campus. Many thanks to PCC MEChA
chapter for organizing and hosting the class, which explored the central role of race and racism in the institu-

May Day 2011
PCASC was in the streets with workers and immigrants
as we stood together to resist attacks on the working
class. An appearance by Barack Obama (puppet) made
the march all the more energized!
Brews Not Bombs
A summertime celebration of the work PCASC
does, featuring local hand-crafted beers &
elixirs, live music, and a backyard filled with
friends.
Summer of Action against
Free Trade Agreements
While the trade agreements with South Korea, Panama, and Colombia were on the table,
we were on the streets! Over the summer, we
worked with coalition with of allies on telling
U.S. Representative Earl Blumenauer (of Oregon’s 3rd District) about the true costs of “free”
trade. Among the creative actions that emerged
were Breakfast at Blumenauer’s house, an office visit from Franklin the Frog, and a candlelight vigil at Blumenauer’s house to honor the
lives of assassinated Colombian labor activists. Blumenauer eventually voted against Colombia FTA while
supporting the Panama and South Korea FTA.

tions of policing, citizenship, and immigration.
1st annual Spring Brunch for PCASC
In April we hosted Gerardo Torres, journalist, youth
leader and official representative to North America from
the National Popular Resistance Front (Frente Nacional
de Resistencia Popular, FNRP) of Honduras. He spoke
to students at PSU’s Law and Disorder conference as
well as at Washington State University in Vancouver.
Gerardo was the keynote speaker at our First Annual
PCASC Spring Brunch and gave an eye-witness account
of the 2009 coup in Honduras and how it served as a
catalyst for the coming together of a massive popular
resistance of students and youth, landless peasants,
union workers, teachers, artists, gays and lesbians organizing with the dream to “re-found the State based
on justice and equality.”
[pull image from http://pcascbrunch.tumblr.com/
cropped without sponsors]
Many thanks to SEIU 503, Jobs with Justice, and KBOO
for supporting the event as co-sponsors.

Summer Salsa Concert & Noche de Cultura
Featuring the live music of Dina & Bamba y Su Pilon
D’ Azucar, PCASC hosted its summer concert at the
Village Ballroom. It was a night of culture, education
(salsa lessons for all!), excellent food, and a great time
for friends to gather and dance!
Conversation with Laura Carlsen
PCASC hosted a discussion about the violence of and
emerging resistance to the drug war in Mexico with
Laura Carlsen, director of the Center for International
Policy’s Americas Program. This conversation was an
initial step in the HOLA subcommittee’s Drop the Drug
War education campaign.
PCASC volunteer attends GGJ National Conference
Yolanda Sanchez is a member of the Immigrant Rights
subcommittee and a leader in Barrio Dignidad organizing. In September she attended the Grassroots Global
Justice National Conference in Raleigh to meet allies,
to learn from other organizations, and to plug her work
into a national movement.

Wikileaks and the Empire’s Web with Eva Golinger
PCASC’s Hands Off Latin America (HOLA) committee
organized a six-city tour with Eva Golinger, author of
“The Chavez Code” and the “Empire’s Web,” who exposed the involvement of the National Endowment for
Democracy, the US State Department, and the CIA in
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Occupy Portland
On October 6th, PCASC stood with 10,000 others as we
marched, sparking the Occupy movement in Portland.
Over the next few weeks (months?), PCASC volunteers
would work with the movement as kitchen volunteers,
peace-keepers, teachers, General Assembly facilitators, media spokespeople, campers, protesters, and
full-time activists. Many of these roles continue today.

Winter 2012

ing season, PCASC stood with the front lines ensuring
that the ports were shut down.
D-17 “Somos el 99%” March
PCASC worked with allied organizations representing
immigrants and workers to organize an Occupy-endorsed event aimed at removing the legal and ethnic
divisions that the 1% use to divide and conquer the
99%. Hundreds came out on a cold December day to
remind Portland and the Occupy movement that “Immigrants’ Rights are Workers’ Rights!” The march
was held in conjunction with International
Migrants Day, and was
one of the largest immigration-focused events
to be held anywhere in
the country as part of
the Occupy movement.

Occupy the Banks!
November 17, 10 members of a PCASC affinity group entered Wells
Fargo bank to demand
the financial giant divest from the private
prison industry. 9 were
arrested, and the Standard Insurance Building
in downtown Portland
became the first major
spectacle of the Occupy
the Banks march.

People’s History
of PCASC
http://www.pcasc.net/
the-history-project/

Neighborhood
Defense Committees:
Community Organizing Workshop
PCASC’s Immigrant Rights Committee welcomed organizers from the National Day Laborers Organizing Network (NDLON) to town for an interactive 2-day workshop on organizing neighborhood defense committees.
The workshop trained organizers in the structure and
function of neighborhood defense committees, including confronting threats from anti-immigrant legislation,
planning for and responding to raids, building strong
community networks, and developing a concrete organizing plan based on the needs of the community.

A project of several interns and volunteers,
the PCASC History Project was designed to address the
question: how do we know the best path forward if we
don’t have a clear sense of where we have been and
what we have done in the past? After combing through
30+ years of movement documents, the history project has archived photographs, newsletters, material
from historical campaigns, and other highlights from
the struggle. It is a living document which is intended
for ongoing interaction and involvement by PCASCistas from the past. We also hope to organize a night of
story-telling about the struggles of the ‘80s, and document our oral history as an organization. If you were
around during this time, please get in touch! Contact
abigail@pcasc.net.

Anti-Oppression, Consensus, and Facilitation
trainings
Throughout the fall and winter, PCASC held several
trainings for volunteers and
members. We will continue
to host Anti-Oppression dialogues and other skills-building workshops for PCASC
members in 2012.
D-12 Shut Down the Ports
As a part of the mass mobilizations to march on the ports,
create community pickets,
and effectively shut down
the hubs of commerce during
this peak holiday profit mak-
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Victory in Colombia

And over on the Pacific coast, the Unión Portuaria
strikes for direct employment in the port of Buenaventura.

by John Walsh

International solidarity can celebrate
a victory in Colombia, where the June
14th Movement of corteros – sugar
cane cutters – won acquittal on all
charges of six leaders of their mass
strike of 2008. More than three years
after being jailed based on accusations
trumped up by an informant, and after a prolonged trial during which the
chief defense attorney was assassinated, the workers thanked all who
stood in solidarity with them. PCASC
is one of numerous groups that wrote
the judge and other Colombian authorities, spotlighting the significance
of this case and accompanying the
workers.
The corteros continue their struggle
for labor rights, as the sugar bosses
use sham third-party contractors to
keep workers with decades on the job
in “temporary” status, and as known
union activists are refused work.
Meanwhile, across the street from the
US embassy in Bogotá, disabled workers kicked to
the curb by General Motors continue an occupation

Before the US ratified the United States-Colombia
Free Trade Agreement in October 2011, the presidents of both nations committed to a “labor action plan” to improve labor rights. These situations
show that plan remains little more than words on
paper.
La lucha sigue.

they began last August. With little chance of gaining justice from corrupt or ineffective institutions in
Colombia, they want a corporation still owned to a
substantial degree by the US government to do the
right thing.
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One Heart, One Alabama
by Paige Shell-Spurling

anti-immigrant ordinances in Pennsylvania, Missouri,
Texas, and Nebraska -- as well as Arizona’s SB 1070
-- also helped to write Alabama’s HB 56. Kobach is of
counsel with the Immigration Reform Law Institute, the
legal arm of the Federation for American Immigration
Reform (FAIR), which the Southern Poverty Law Center
considers a hate group due to its ties to white supremacy and white nationalism. Anti-immigrant laws such
as these are concocted by the private prison industry,
the American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC), and
white nationalist-associated groups like FAIR, but they
are commonly depicted as having been dreamed up in
the communities in which they appear. This myth is perpetuated to make us believe that anti-immigrant sentiment is much more deeply rooted and widespread than
it actually is.

On February 14th, 2012, about a thousand people came
together in Montgomery, Alabama, to denounce HB 56
and deliver handmade Valentine’s Day messages urging
lawmakers to do away with the anti-immigrant law that
has disrupted communities across the state since its passage last year. As groups filed into the state building with
Valentines in hand, the crowd remaining outside sang
songs deeply rooted in Alabama’s history. “Ain’t gonna
let Governor Bentley turn me around...” “This little light
of mine, I’m gonna let it shine... I woke up this mornin’
with my mind..... set on justice...” “We gotta U-NITE
against this illegal law...” The songs spoke to the situation which immigrants currently face under Alabama’s
HB 56 while connecting it closely with African-Americans’
civil rights struggle in this country. The rally also offered
a candid look at some of the groundwork that lies ahead,
of preparing allies to communicate effectively about immigration issues and of shifting the conversation that is
taking place within the general public.

These laws, which have almost entirely failed to stand
up to legal challenges, have drained cities and states
of needed resources while creating racial divisions, increasing hate crimes against immigrants, and leading to
threats of violence against immigrants’-rights activists.

HB 56, the harshest anti-immigrant law in the nation,
aims to make undocumented immigrants’ lives so miserable that they will choose to self-deport Since the law
was approved, various legal challenges have resulted in
certain provisions being removed while others have remained. Minor changes are expected to come through
the legislature very soon. It is difficult to ascertain which
provisions are still in play. The law originally included
a provision requiring K-12 schools to check the immigration status of their students, creating a climate of
fear that caused many to flee the state. In addition to
having many empty seats in their classrooms, “students
and even some teachers who support the law have seen
its passage as permission to express openly racist feelings,” according to an article in the Feb 10th Birmingham
News. Similar to Arizona’s SB 1070, HB 56 also includes
a provision requiring immigrants (and anyone who looks
like they might be an immigrant) to produce proof of
their citizenship status on demand. Additional provisions
which may or may not remain include requiring employers to use the federal E-Verify system; making it illegal
for undocumented folks to apply for jobs; making it a
crime to rent knowingly a house or apartment to someone without legal immigration status; criminalizing the
practice of lending a helping hand by giving a ride to
someone without documents; and making it illegal to
enter into a contract (including, among other things,
turning on water or electricity, and granting a driver’s
license) with undocumented individuals.

As these special-interest groups take advantage of economic hardship by scapegoating immigrants and implementing laws that harm communities, these communities need to understand their tactics rather than fall
victim to their strategies.
Learn more:
About Kris Kobach, IRLI, FAIR, and anti-immigrant laws:
http://www.splcenter.org/get-informed/publications/
when-mr-kobach-comes-to-town
NPR story about ALEC (about 8 minutes long):
http://www.npr.org/2010/10/29/130891396/shapingstate-laws-with-little-scrutiny
Video about the profits being made from detention centers: Choose the “Follow the Players” link (less than 3
minutes long):
http://mycuentame.org/immigrantsforsale/
Alabama ally groups:
Greater Birmingham Ministries http://www.gbm.org/
Alabama Coalition for Immigrant Justice
http://www.acij.net/
¡HICA! (Hispanic Interest Coalition of Alabama)
http://www.hispanicinterest.org/
Alabama Appleseed Center for Law & Justice
http://www.alabamaappleseed.org/
Alabama Civil Liberties Union
http://www.aclualabama.org/
Southern Poverty Law Center http://www.splc.org

Many Alabamans might tell you that HB 56 came about
because there is so much racist and backwards thinking here. It is important, however, that we remain clear
about where this law came from. Kris Kobach, the Kansas-based lawyer who helped to write and then defend
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CALENDAR

April 6th: Tomando las Calles
7pm-12am, 2156 N Williams
April 6-8th: Law & Disorder
Conference, PSU
TBD: Know Your Rights
Workshop, Vecinos Unidos,
19255 E Burnside

April 22nd: Earth Day
Celebration, Vecinos Unidos,
19255 E Burnside

May 1st: May Day!
International
Workers’ Day

April PCASC
Volunteer Orientation:
Contact craig@pcasc.net
for details

May 13th: Mother's Day Vigil
at Tacoma Detention Center
May PCASC Spring Brunch:
Details to come!
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PCASC Membership Program Revitalized!
By becoming a PCASC member you can help build the movement for social and economic
justice in the Americas! How the new membership program works:
• Supporting members pay dues which keep PCASC running
• Active members pay dues and volunteer with PCASC
A mix of both allow PCASC to do the work that we do! Membership dues are sliding scale
with a minimum of $35 per year, paid annually or monthly, or 5 hours of work trade.
All members will receive regular email and postal mail updates, special invitations to VIP
events, as well as 20% off purchases at the PCASC webstore.
Sign up to become a PCASC Member at www.pcasc.net

