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weLLS FArgo diVeSTS AnoTher 30%!
We are thrilled to announce that Wells Fargo continues to bow to community pressure demanding that they end its
financial support for one of the most unjust and inhumane industries on the planet -- the incarceration of people for
profit (more about this on page 4). PCASC and Enlace have been hammering away at Wells Fargo for the last two years,
calling on them to divest from private prisons along with our organizational partners nationwide. Now we are seeing
our efforts pay off as Wells Fargo divested 33% of their holdings in GEO Group in the fall of 2012, and another 35% in
2013. In total, Wells Fargo has dropped 75% of its stock from GEO!
Congratulations and a huge thanks to everyone who participated in this effective pressure campaign! We’ve got a fight
ahead of us to demand Wells Fargo to cut ties with Corrections Corporation of America (the second largest for-profit
prison company in the US). But right now, it’s time to celebrate our victories!
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La Lucha Solidaria
is a quarterly publication
of the Portland Central
America Solidarity
Committee.

Mission

PCASC educates and
mobilizes community
members, workers and
students around struggles
for human rights and social
justice throughout the
Americas.
Since 1979, PCASC has
been organizing in
solidarity with communities
fighting US policies
of militarization and
economic exploitation in
Latin America; and, more
recently, with immigrant
communities in Portland.
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Join PCASC as we welcome Luis Leon and Claudia Muñoz,
organizers with NIYA, the National Immigrant Youth Alliance,
for a talk about the Dream 9, infitrating detention centers, and
organizing for migrant justice.
Wednesday, November 13th
3:30-5pm
Lewis & Clark College
Templeton Council Chamber

Friday, November 15th
6-7:30
Rockwood Landing Appartments
Event in Spanish

Thursday, November 14th
5-6:30pm
University of Portland

Saturday, November 16th
3-4:30pm
Reed College
Vollum College Center

Editorial Collective

Margaret Cunningham,
Danny Showalter, Claire
Flanagan, Pete Shaw, Craig
Hennecke

Board of Directors
Grace Schoenlank
Allen Hines
David Osborn
Claire Flanagan (staff)
Craig Hennecke (staff)

PCASC is a democratic,
volunteer led and run
organization with just
two half-time staff
people. There has never
been a better time to get
involved. Contact claire@
pcasc.net to
plug in.

The printing of La Lucha
Solidaria is labor donated.
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undocumented

unafraid!
stories from the front lines of the fight for migrant justice
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PCASC Brunch

Unionizing

On July 23rd, PCASC hosted its 3rd annual brunch.
This year the theme was Communities Rising Against
Deportation and Incarceration. We had an amazing
panel of women who shared their experiences organizing
against deportations of loved ones, fighting Measure 11,
campaigning against Wells Fargo for their ties to for-profit
prisons, and working in solidarity with hunger strikers at
Pelican Bay Prison. Panelists shared both their struggles
and inspirations. The event came to a close with amazing
music from Lolo Cutumey. Thanks to everyone who came
out to support our work! Thanks also to Blossoming Lotus,
Organically Grown, and Old Wives’ Tale for the amazing
food.

PCASC is part of the union! This spring, PCASC was
officially recognized by the local branch of the Industrial
Workers of the World (IWW) as an IWW shop. Both staff
are now dues paying members of the union and we hope
that future staff will also chose to become members. This
move builds on the long relationship between PCASC
and the IWW. The two organizations have consistently
supported each other’s work and shared office space over
the years. By becoming a union shop, PCASC hopes to
further strengthen our relationship with the IWW and
provide resources and support for building just working
conditions for current and future PCASC staff members.

Thanks

and

to

The MRG Foundation

RESIST!

PCASC is excited to announce that we’ve received a grant from the McKenzie River Gathering Foundation (MRG Foundation) in the amount of $8,000 and from RESIST in the amount of $3,000 for general support of our work in 2013/14.
We’re extremely thankful for the support MRG & RESIST have provided us and we expect it to be an incredible year
for all the committees of PCASC. As a mostly-grassroots organization, PCASC relies on only a few foundation sources.
MRG Foundation & RESIST have both continued to see the value in what PCASC brings to Portland organizing and
we’re honored to be part of the list of organizations who received grants this year. On behalf of PCASC’s grant-writing
interns, staff and members, THANK YOU MRG FOUNDATION & RESIST! Here’s to another incredible year fighting
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¡Laraquete Se Defiende! by Kelly Baur
Lota, a town in southern Chile, is known for being
a deeply organized community. From 1857 until the mid90s, their economy was based primarily on coal extraction.
Because working conditions were so miserable and the
town so dependent on the mine, the miners organized.
Their history of organized labor and struggle continues
today as they are one of the few communities in the area
that has the power to shut down, delay or modify large
industrial projects.

offering material compensation to the fishermen, they
have effectively split the unions into those who accept the
material compensation and those who reject it. This has
resulted in the formation of two unions in each small community, with most having at least three.
However, in 2010, a community just five miles
north of the pulp mill started to organize under the name
Laraquete Sustentable (Sustainable Laraquete). Laraquete
is a town of about 4,500 people located on the coast. Like
most of the region, it is surrounded by expansive plantations of California pine and
eucalyptus trees that belong
to Celulosa Arauco. Forestry
supports about 80% of their
economy. Small-scale fishing
is another major activity that
maintains the community,
however it has been in serious
decline due to the contamination from the pulp mill and a
lack of regulations in the fishing
industry that results in overharvesting.
Laraquete, like Lota, primarily depends on the extraction
of a single resource by a single
company. Celulosa Arauco has
created an environment that is
hostile to grassroots organizing using a number of common
In fact, just a few weeks ago they were able to
tactics, including displacing and fragmenting communities
delay the approval process for the expansion of a pulp mill by slowly buying out homeowners to expand their plantaowned by Celulosa Arauco y Constitución S.A. and located tions. Privatized in 1977 as part of Pinochet´s neoliberal
15 miles south of Lota. Despite the demands of the comeconomic policy, Celulosa Arauco bought huge parcels
munities immediately surrounding the pulp mill who are
of land throughout the region with up to 75% of the cost
directly affected by the contamination, the project consubsidized by the government. This was the first step in
tinued on its way to approval. However, Celulosa Arauco
dividing the community and is also the main source of
had to pause when Lota fishermen protested. The industry conflict with the indigenous people of southern Chile, the
knew Lota workers have the capacity to actually block
Mapuche. Not only have they literally surrounded comroads or cut off train access to the mill.
munities with their plantations, they have bought off and
In contrast, the fishermen´s unions in towns much destroyed the fishermen´s union, they have moved toward
closer to the mill have complained of the contamination
hiring private subcontractors in order to avoid union
for years, but the company has used an aggressive stratparticipation in the and offer mostly part-time, temporary
egy of divide and conquer to limit their effectiveness. By
work to the community. With such a dominant influence
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in the community, the people have been led to believe that
they are dependent on the mill for their economic survival
and are therefore reluctant to challenge the company.
This is how the mill has been able to continue to
contaminate down to the groundwater in the surrounding communities without any public acknowlegement of
their environmental impact. Aware of the contamination
and injustice caused by the pulp mill, Laraquete native
Cristian and his friends started to organize in 2010 when
they heard about a proposed coal-powered thermoelectric
plant planned for construction in their community. The
prospect of having both a pulp mill and a thermoelectric
plant in their small town left this group of nineteen-yearolds with the impression that in a few years Larquete
would be inhospitable due to the level of contamination.
As they started reaching out to the wider community, they were generally met with resistance and skepticism due to their young age. In May of 2010, they founded
Laraquete Sustentable and started educating themselves
and the community about the proposed plant. Eventually
there was a community meeting with the company proposing the project, South World Business, which facilitates
European and U.S. investment in energy projects throughout South America. Everyone who attended this meeting signed an attendence form that was later used by the
company to demonstrate the support of the community
for the project. The newspaper reported on the approval
of the project and mentioned a list of supporters obtained
from their meeting with the community.
After realizing that their signatures had been misused to support the project rather than simply indicating
their attendence, the members of Laraquete Sustentable
informed the community. After such a blatant misrepresentation of the people, Laraquete Sustentable gained the
widespread support of the community. With greater support, the group embarked on the proccess of repealing the
government approval of the project and demanding that
SW Business finance a thorough study of the potential
environmental impact of the thermoelectric plant. They
started by collecting signatures in favor and against the
project. About three hundred people signed against the
project and one person signed in favor mentioning the potential employment as his reasoning. With the signatures
they were able to win over the mayor and started working
together to reject the project.
In November of 2011 they had a meeting with the
mayor and representatives of the government`s environmental department, which was follwed by a meeting with
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senators from the ministry of the environment. All the
while they were working on educating their community
through workshops and meetings. They stayed away from
direct action in Laraquete because of an incident a few
years ago. In 2007, the police killed 26-year-old Rodrigo
Cisternas who was working to unionize the subcontract
workers in the pulp mill. Because of this, the direct action
and marches took place in Concepción where the political decisions were being made. On several occasions, SW
Business bussed in their own counter-protest that consisted of miners who were working for them in a different
community each paid forty dollars to demonstrate in favor
of the thermoelectric plant.
Eventually, three years after the founding of Laraquete Sustentable, the proposed project came up to vote
again. On March 29th, the project was rejected by a vote
of eight to four on the basis that a declaration of environmental impact was not sufficient. This means that in order
for the project to be considered again, SW Business must
finance a complete study of its potential environmental
impact and include citizen participation as a part of the
process.
For now at least, the community of Laraquete has
won, but more importantly they understand the power
they have when they are organized. They are now using
their network in the community and on Facebook to support other communities who are resisting thermoelectric
projects and keeping people informed and participating in
the approval process for the expansion of the pulp mill that
is now underway. Laraquete Sustentable has also worked
with the community to bring back its week-long festival of
music and activities that had lost funding from the municipality a few years ago.
Currently Laraquete is faced with the construction
of a new highway by a Spanish company named Acciona.
The highway will encircle the community and will include
tolls of around three dollars for individuals despite the
fact that pulp mill will be the major user of the road. This
is in conjunction with the planned tripling of production
at the pulp mill itself. As an organization, Laraquete
Sustentable, is demanding long-term, renewable forms of
compensation from Celulosa Arauco rather than accepting
their one-time offers of parks and soccer fields that do not
compensate for the long term degradation of their water.
Laraquete Sustentable has been an inspiring example
for the region and a sign of hope grassroots organizing
worldwide.
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PDX Outrage

at

Zimmerman Verdict by Pete Shaw

A crowd of over 400 people gathered in
Peninsula Park on Sunday July 14th in response to
the verdict that acquitted George Zimmerman of
second degree murder and manslaughter charges.
Zimmerman was on trial for killing 17 year old
Trayvon Martin on February 26, 2012 in Sanford,
Florida. At the heart of the trial was Florida’s
“Stand Your Ground” law, an American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC) sponsored piece
of legislation that has for years been promoted
around the country by the National Rifle Association. In the end, the jury found Zimmerman was
justified in killing Martin as he was engaged in an
act of self-defense.
When Barack Obama was elected president in 2008, many people spoke of a post-racial
United States. The Zimmerman trial seems to
have called this judgment into question. But that
judgment was only rendered by those who don’t experience the
day to day humiliations, anxieties, worries, fears, and all other
shackles upon their freedom (of which this author is one). For
people of color in this country, the Zimmerman trial was not
proof that racism is alive and well. They know that every day,
and the justification of Trayvon Martin’s murder was but one
more example.
The mood in Peninsula Park was, at first, somber and
reflective. In a city where police kill people with extraordinary
impunity, it was another shot to the heart, just from a greater
distance. Now a self-proclaimed policeman--a vigilante--was
not being held accountable because he, like the police in so
many instances, said he killed a person because he felt his life
was in danger.
For over an hour numerous people spoke from the
gazebo in the center of the park. Through anger, sadness, apprehension and so many other emotions, they poured forth their
feelings and thoughts.
One young woman who rode her bike from Gresham
to attend the rally understood that George Zimmerman is a
part of a greater problem. She said she was not surprised by
the result, but cared much more about why Florida had such a
law that would make Zimmerman’s acquittal so easy. She also
sardonically mused about if this was another example of a postracial United States.
A young woman, no more than ten, said people were
out today for the same reasons that brought out Martin Luther
King. A man said more militant action was necessary, saying the city did not care if people rallied in Peninsula Park.
He instead suggested marching downtown and tying up traf-
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fic and commerce. A minister stated that Martin would never
have been profiled, followed, and killed if he was white. He then
wondered about what people should tell their children, in the
end settling on that children should be told they are part of one
community, and that while their elders did not get it right, they
at least stood together and tried to make the world better.
On and on they came, speaker after speaker, urging
community and urging that community to take action. Other
people noted that people of color are either spending their lives
in jail or being terrorized outside of it, referencing the immensely disproportionate number of people of color in prison, as well
as the way police are used to control those who are not in jail.
Noting that Martin’s death was hardly unique, one speaker said,
“There’s literally a field of corpses. A field of bloody corpses.”
Another speaker spoke of how every 28 hours a Black
person is extra-judicially killed. Yet another told the crowd
this statistic was clear proof that just raising your voice was not
enough, that people needed to get organized. “We can’t just be
here to raise our voices,” he said. “We need to build power.”
In March of 2012, as the news of Martin’s killing
reached out across the nation, people gathered in this same spot
of Peninsula Park, demanding justice, many of them optimistic.
Had George Zimmerman been convicted, that surely would
have been some measure of justice, particularly for Trayvon
Martin’s family and friends. But for the Kendra Jameses and
Keaton Otises, and for the non-Portland people of color who are
cut down every 28th hour, only a point of justice.
As it turned out, Zimmerman’s trial was another example of American injustice. Justice is rarely blind, and when it
comes to threats to white supremacy, it is eagle-eyed.
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Every Time a Gavel Slams a Prison Goes “Ka-ching!” by Crystal Contreras
So what is a private prison anyway?
Since the 1970s, the once-puny private prison industry has grown into a hearty, broad-chested system of correctional facilities
operating in 30 states. Corporations that run prisons for profit receive billions of dollars in government contracts to house
detainees primed for deportation. These companies strive to bring you correctional facilities with the same quality of service you
have come to expect from your local federally operated prison, but at a more affordable cost. Corrections Corporation of America
(CCA) and GEO Group are the two largest private prison operators in the United States. The companies were founded in 1983 and
1984 and are pillars of an industry that has increased by more than 350% in the last 15 years, thanks in part to its active lobbyists
with a flair for promoting immigrant detentions.
What else do they have to offer?
While Oregon has yet to dabble in the private prison industry, the Northwest Detention Center (NWDC) in Tacoma, Washington,
is run by GEO Group for Immigrations and Customs Enforcement (ICE). The center was opened in 2004 and houses detainees
who come primarily from Mexico, Vietnam, Guatemala, Honduras, India, El Salvador, and China. Amongst the abuses listed in
a 2008 report from the Seattle University School of Law, Voices of Detention: Report on Human Rights Violations at Northwest
Detention Center, are incidents of people who have been denied medical attention, female inmates who have been subjected to
repeated strip searches and food poisoning outbreaks. Thanks to lack of translation services, there are also plenty of instances
where inmates were forced to sign paperwork they did not understand. In order to accommodate the increasing numbers of
detainees, oftentimes residents are transported to other facilities far away, where contact with family and legal assistance is next to
impossible.

So how bad is it really?
The octopus of immigrant detention has reached its tentacles into many pots. It’s not enough to just house immigrants, these
correctional facilities are host to a number of other functions that have been sold for profit. Food production is contracted out,
as are phone services, the cost of which are passed on to inmates in the form of usually exorbitant fees. And the vehicles used to
transport all those workers to their new homes? Well, you guessed it, that’s a separate company too. In a privatized prison system,
where every service that can be passed off is sold, accountability is eliminated and finding a responsible party for when abuses
occur is even more difficult. And don’t count on the Gang of Eight to help things out with their immigration reform, because six
of them have received funding from either private prison companies, or banks like Wells Fargo, who are heavily involved with the
industry as well. This money spent on lobbying is going towards growing the profit margins of companies like GEO Group and
CCA by continuing to lock up immigrants and protect corporations from public scrutiny and accountability.
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Updates From PCASC’s Frontlines:
One way to undersatnd PCASC’s current work is through our four primary methods of
community organizing: mobilization, education, engagement and “spade work” (the
methodical and intentional relationship-building work that deepens community).

MOBILIZATION:

PCASC is excited to be in the second
year of our two-year Wells Fargo Prison
Divestment Campaign. Wells Fargo
is a major shareholder in Corrections
Corporation of America (CCA), the
2nd largest immigrant detention center
corporation in the US. The first year
of our campaign resulted in eight
successful actions in as many months.
And we are looking forward to a fall full
of subversive media design and creative
actions! Our continued efforts in the
National Divestment Campaign have
championed our local leadership as the
most prominent in the state, and we
continue to be amongst the most highlyprofiled in the national campaign.

ENGAGEMENT:
Our CISPES committee is part of the national Committee in
Solidarity with the People of El Salvador, which led three delegations to El Salvador this summer. In addition to our May
Day delegation, we hosted a Literacy Brigade that allowed participants to be part of the changes happening through the
Leftist-led Ministry of Education, and our Radical Roots delegation aimed at connecting people of Salvadoran heritage
with today’s changing political, economic and social terrain of El Salvador. In addition, CISPES maintains contact with
Salvadoran social movements and provides material aid to support their organizing.
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Portland Central America Solidarity Committee								

Fall 2013

EDUCATION:
The HOLA (Hands Off Latin America)

committee has had a great few months,
sharing workshops and movies with people
across the Portland area. Highlights include:
• Facilitating the “Drop the Drug War”
workshop three times: a second great
visit to PSU’s Law and Disorder conference and our first presentations to high
schoolers. Both of the younger groups
were full of fantastic participants as well.
• Continuing our popular movie series at
the Red & Black Café. May’s movie night
featured a live-action play celebrating
the life and memory of El Salvador’s
martyred Archbishop Oscar Romero.

“SPADE
WORK”:
Estamos muy emocionados a empezar un proyecto

nuevo de nombre “Voces Indocumentadas”.
Collectamos historias en nuestra comunidad de
personas indocumentadas que han experimentado
discriminación, deportación, o encarcelamiento.
Muchos indocumentados sufren en silencio y
viven con miedo de ser deportados. Con el “Voces
Indocumentadas”, creamos un espacio para
que indocumentados compartan sus historias y
experiencias de su vida personal, familiar, social
y laboral. Queremos construir solidaridad en la
comunidad y crear apoyo emocional entre nosotros.
Uniendo nuestras voces nos fortalece y nos da
poder para luchar contra leyes anti-inmigrantes
y educar a otras comunidades de estas injusticias.
Actualmente nuestro comité por los Derechos de los
Inmigrantes (IRC por sus siglas en inglés) colabora
con la red ACT Activistas por la Justicia y Dignidad
para eliminar la ley anti-inmigrante llamada
Comunidades Seguras (Secure Communities).

WWW.PCASC.NET

PCASC’s 2013 Sustainership Drive
PCASC is working towards a goal of increasing our monthly
sustainership by $130/month this season. Sustainers provide
automated monthly contributions through their credit card or
bank account. Membership starts at $5/month.

Café Solidaridad for sale!

$12 - 12oz bag - medium or dark roast.
Buy some today by contacting craig@pcasc.net

We receive over 60% of our income from members and
donations. By becoming a sustaining PCASC member you can
help build the movment for social and economic justice in
the Americas!

Become a PCASC Sustaining Member at
www.pcasc.net
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CALENDAR

November

• National Immigrant
Youth Alliance Speaking
Tour Events
• Revolutionary Supper
Club - Nov 17th

December

• Collective Education
Meeting - Resistance to
Free Trade - Dec 4th
• HOLA Monthly Movie
Night

January

• Celebration of 20 years of
Zapatista resistance - Jan 1st
• HOLA Monthly Movie Night

Keep your eye out for these upcoming events!

